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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISC ^QilRF STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant hereby submits an 
,nformatL S r s closure Statement consideration by the Examiner. 

, , iqt DF PATENTS pi IRI NATIONS INFORMATION 

attached hereto. 
II. COPIES 

A □ Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each foreign Pj^OOjJ* 
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portion), gx^for suoh applications ^""^^nM 
SfflS ^ ffiSSM or - caused . to 

pt 4 vo 0 u r s,°y n o S by P : — XrpToin one o, the «, applications 
which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 
us filial Number U.S. Filing Date , 

c Kl This is a PCT application in the entry of the National Phase in the United 
States A copy of ^he Tnternational Search Report is attached ^E«n»ner« 
fnformation The documents listed on the International Search report .are toted 
nn Z attached Form 1449 for consideration by the Examiner and for listing on 
any * aC resuit^Trom this application. If the 

from the US EPO, or JPO search authorities, copies of these references snoura 
are enclosed herewith. 

CONCISE EXPL ANATION OF THE RELEVANCE (check atleast one box) 

A n Except as may be indicated below in (B), all of the patents, publications or 
othS iSS^in the English. language (concise explanat.cn not required). 

B IE! A concise explanation of the relevance of each patent P ubl ^" or c °^ r 
rnfofmation listed that is not in the English language .s as follows (see 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(a)(3)): 

1 KISee the attached foreign patent office communication from a 

and Notice of Reasons of Rejection for Patent Application No. 2004- 
131715, dated 06/18/2004 (with English Translation) 

2. IEl English translations are provided: 
As noted on Form HDP-1449 

3. □ Other: 
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C. □ The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. 

IV. CROSS REFERENCE TO RELA TFn APPI ICATION(S) 

A □ The Examiner is advised that the following co-pending aPP«^ ton g) 
contain(s) subject matter that may be related to the present application. By 
bringing this(these) app.ication(s) to the Examiner's , attent.on Appl.cant(s) does 
(do) not waive the confidentiality provisions of 35 U.S.C. $ l^. 

Serial No. Filing Date AjlUnit 



THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 

A. IE! 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b): (check only one box) 

1. □ within three months of the filing date of a nati onal 8 ipplicat ion other 
than a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d) (37 o.i-.k. s 
1 .97(b)(1)). No fee or certification is required. 

2. m within three months of the date of entry ol f the national I stage as set 
forth in § 1.491 in an international application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(2)). No 
fee or certification is required. 

3. □ before the mailing of a first Office Action on / ne h merit ^ 
1.97(b)(3)). No fee or certification is requ.red. In the event that a mst 
Office Action on the merits has been issued please cons.der this IDS 
under 37 C F R. § 1.97(c) and see the certification under 37 OhH. $ 
1 97(e) below; or, if no certification has been made, charge our depos, 
account a fee in the amount of $180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(p). 

4 □ before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request 
forVontinued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14. No fee or certification 
is required. 

B. □ 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c): (check only one box) 

before the mailing date of either any Final Office Action under 37 CJF.R. § 
1113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution. 

1 . □ No certification; therefore, a fee in the amount of $180.00 is required 
by 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 
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2. □ See the certification below. No fee is required. 

C.D 37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(d): 

after the mailing date of either a Final Office > Actk>r i under 37 C F.a § 
1 .1 13 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .311 , yei on or 
payment of the issue fee. 

1 □ See the certification below. A fee in the amount of $180.00 is 

required by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(p). 
CERTIFJCATION U NDER 37 C F.R. S 1.97(e): (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

if a pplicable ; or 

knowledge of ^ u « 

information contained in this IDS was Known 'u * y 3? 
C F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the tiling ot m.b iuo v 
C.f'.R.§ 1.97(e)(2)). 

making reasonable inquiry no item of -nformat.on contained m n 
known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. * i.t*Hcj 
months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

V||. RTATFMENT l^ ' nFP 3?- n F R - 1 - 704(d) 
The undersigned hereby states that: 
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was no. received by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) mere than 
thirty days prior to the filing of this IDS. 
VIII paymFNT OF FEES (check only one box) 

ADA check in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed for the above identified fee. 

If i, is determined that this IDS has been filed ^^^^H^ 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule (wrth a petrt,on if necessary) 
charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .16 or § 1 .17 to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: March 25, 2005 Qre&ory 



Gregory /Vstobbs 



Reg. No. 28,764 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 



GAS/smc 
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6,138,185 


10/24/2000 


Nelson et al 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Examiner's 
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Number 


Date 


Country 


Class/ 
Subclass 


Translation 
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2000-76514 A 


03/14/2000 


JP 








2. 




6-62241 A 


03/04/1994 


JP 








3. 




2000-298727 A 


1 0/24/2000 


JP 








4. 




2003-30659 A 


01/31/2003 


JP 








5. 




7-121722 A 


05/12/1995 


JP 








6. 




11-244261 A 


09/14/1999 


JP 








7. 




4-282776 A 


10/07/1992 


JP 








8. 




6-62233 A 


03/04/1994 


JP 








9. 




3312303 


05/31/2002 


JP 








10. 




2000-298727 A 


1 0242000 


JP 




Abstract 




11. 




3315638 


06/07/2002 


JP 








12. 




2000-033080 A 


02/02/2000 


JP 




Abstract 




13. 




2000-185031 


07/04/2000 


JP 




Abstract 




14. 




2002-529981 A 


09/10/2002 


JP 









*JP Application No. 3312303 corresponds to JP Application No. 2000-298727 A 
** JP Application No. 3315638 corresponds to JP Application No. 2000-033080 A 
*** JP Application No. 2002-529981 A corresponds to U.S. Application No. 6,138,185 
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